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throat, shoulders, and arms with ashes, knots up his long
lock of hair which had been left untied, and sips water three
times.
He is now ceremonially pure, and so may repeat the Vedic
mantras.
The Salagrama, the symbol of Visnu, is put on a stool, and
after performing Prdnaydma, the inhaling and expiring of
breath in a prescribed way, he worships it with the sixteenfold
worship, repeating as he does so the mantras appropriate to
the occasion (the Purusasiikta mantras).
This is followed by the worship of Satyesa. A white doth
is spread on a low stool, and on this cloth an eight-petalled
lotus-flower set in a sort of square is outlined in rice. In the
centre of this flower design they place a new copper or earthen
vessel filled with water, in which a collection of things has been
dropped, consisting of white and red powder, flowers, five
different kinds of leaves, areca-nut, and pice. On the top of
this vessel another smaller one of the same metal is placed,
filled either with water or rice, but preferably with rice.
Resting on this upper vessel is a gold image of Krisna. His
eight chief wives1 are represented, if possible, by a gold image
of each placed in each of the eight petals of the lotus. (If
a gold image cannot be afforded, an areca-nut is put in each
of the eight petals.) The gold images, having recently come
from the fire at the goldsmith's, contain no god until certain
mantras (the Vaknyuttarand) are repeated over them. They
are then bathed in ten ways very much as described in the
purification of the son, excepting that a bath of ashes is
substituted for the bathing with water containing herbs.
They are next breathed on, and their eyes are opened. When
the god has been installed in each of them in this shortened 2
form, they are worshipped with the usual sixteenfold ritual.
The son then circumambulates them (with his right hand to
1  Rukmini, Jambuvati, Satya, NagnajitI, Kalindf, Bhadra, Mitra-Vinda,
Satyabhami.
2  For full form see below, pp. 409 ff.